
UTSA DOWNTOWN HISTORY

Although UTSA was founded in 1969, the 
Downtown Campus did not emerge until  
the mid-1990s. In 1993, Bill Miller Bar-B-Q 
Enterprises Inc. bought and donated the 
Fiesta Plaza site for the future home of the 
Downtown Campus, and UTSA received  
$20 million from the State of Texas for 
construction. A year later, the first classes  
were held at Cypress Tower, a temporary 
location until the Downtown Campus opened  
in 1997.

The Downtown Campus has been referred  
to as a bridge spanning the present and future 
while linking the diverse neighborhoods of the 
downtown area. Located in historic Cattleman 
Square near Vista Verde, the campus connects 
the West Side with downtown San Antonio.

The Downtown Campus has grown rapidly to 
include three modern, state-of-the-art aca-
demic buildings, architecture classrooms and 
studios in the Monterey Building, and a park-
ing garage. Student enrollment reached 909 
during its first year of operation at Cypress 
Tower. Today the Downtown Campus serves 
more than 6,000 students. In 1994, the cam-
pus offered 51 courses. Today it offers nearly 
500 courses.

DOWNTOWN ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

The UTSA Downtown Campus offers 16 
undergraduate and seven graduate degree 
programs that can be completed entirely  
on the campus.

Undergraduate programs: 
Accounting 
Architecture 
Biology 
Communication 
Criminal Justice

Emphases in Policing and Crime Preven-
tion, Corrections and Juvenile Justice, 
Courts and Adjudication, Forensic Science, 
Economic Crime Investigation

English 
General Business 
History 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
Interior Design 
Management 
Mathematics 
Mexican American Studies 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Sociology

Graduate programs: 
Architecture 
Business Administration 
Counseling 
Education 
Justice Policy 
Public Administration 
Social Work

The campus also offers courses in support  
of teacher certification at all levels as well  
as bilingual and English as a second language 
certification. Three undergraduate programs  
at the university are now offered exclusively  
at the Downtown Campus. These are architec-
ture, interior design and criminal justice. Five  
graduate programs (architecture, counseling, 
justice policy, public administration and social 
work) also are offered exclusively at the  
Downtown Campus.

For the College of Architecture, the move  
to the Downtown Campus responds to the  
college’s mission of equipping students to  
be effective practitioners by using an urban 
laboratory to facilitate a theoretical and  
practical study of San Antonio’s historic  
setting. The downtown location maintains  
an even closer relationship with professionals  
 

and brings greater opportunities for working  
with city agencies and various neighbors. 
Additionally, the three architecture degree  
programs take advantage of the unique  
culture in South Texas and the borderlands  
of the southwestern United States and north-
ern Mexico.

The College of Public Policy also is housed  
at the Downtown Campus. In addition to  
the programs already listed, the college also 
offers a minor in nonprofit management. The 
College of Public Policy also started a graduate 
degree in social work in 2005. The Downtown 
Campus provides faculty and students in the 
college opportunities for more accessible 
interaction with the community and repre-
sentatives from city, county and other public 
service institutions.

B.A.A.S.

UTSA now offers a Bachelor of Applied Arts and 
Sciences degree for all students who have grad-
uated from a regionally accredited, two-year 
college with an associate degree in applied 
sciences. The new degree program offers a 
structure of coursework that will build on the 
initial two years of coursework to provide the 
baccalaureate degree.

VISITING THE  
DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

The UTSA Downtown Campus Visitor Center, 
located in the Frio Street Building, offers  
individual or group tours. Tours are available  
at 2 p.m Monday through Friday. Parking for 
visitors is available on the top level of the 
Downtown Campus parking garage. For more 
information or to schedule a tour, call (210) 
458-2000 or visit our Web site at www.utsa.
edu/visitor. Group tour reservations are made 
at www.utsa.edu/visitor/reservations.

For more information about visiting the 1604 
Campus, contact the Visitor Center at (210) 
458-5145 or visit our Web site at www.utsa.
edu/visitor/.

For more information about the Institute  
of Texan Cultures, call (210) 458-2330 or  
visit our Web site at www.texancultures. 
utsa.edu/public.

DOWNTOWN CAMPUS 
FEATURES 
19,000-square-foot library
150-seat computer lab
Professional theater
Art gallery 
Student activities center 
Dining facilities
Fitness center

Welcome 

utsa
The university serves the 
higher education needs of  
San Antonio and South 
Texas through programs 
and services offered at its 
three campuses: the 1604 
Campus, the Downtown 
Campus and the Institute 
of Texan Cultures.

for more  
information

UTSA 1604 Campus 
210.458.5142 

www.utsa.edu

UTSA Downtown Campus 
210.458.2000 

www.utsa.edu/dtcamp

InstituTe of Texan Cultures 
210.458.2300 

www.texancultures.utsa.edu

UTSA
The University of Texas at San Antonio 

One UTSA Circle 
San Antonio, Texas 78249-1644

The University 
of Texas at 
San Antonio

THE 
DOWNTOWN 

CAMPUS

With more than 120 degree 
programs and a student 
population of more than 
27,000, The University of 

Texas at San Antonio is one 
of the fastest-growing public 
universities in Texas. Founded 

in 1969, it is the second-
largest institution of the 

University of Texas System. 
In its brief history, the 
university has graduated  

more than 64,000 students.
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Durango Street Building
• Art Gallery
• College of Education and  

 Human Development
• College of Public Policy
• Information Desk
• Institute for Economic Development
• Student Activities
• Student Center
• Tomás Rivera Center
• Campus Recreation Center

THE UTSA DOWNTOWN CAMPUS

Coleman Building 
615 Urban Loop 

Monterey Building 

Frio Street Building

IH 10/35 

Durango Building

Durango Loop Parking Lot 
(visitor and UTSA permit parking)

Buena Vista Street  
Building  

Bill Miller Plaza

Parking Garage 
(visitor and UTSA permit parking)

Parking Lot Under IH 10/35 
(visitor and UTSA permit parking)

Parking Lot Under IH 10/35 
(visitor and UTSA permit parking)

Parking Lot Under IH 10/35 
(visitor and UTSA permit parking)

Durango Loop

South Frio St.

West Durango Blvd.

Pecos La Trinidad

West Nueva St.

Entrance

Exit

Buena Vista St.

Cattleman Square

Frio Street Building
• Administration
• College of Sciences 
• Enrollment Services
• Fiscal Services (Bursar)
• Food Court
• Sam Riklin Auditorium
• Student Computer Lab
• Visitor Center/Admissions FS 1.528

Monterey Building
• School of Architecture
• University Publications
• Web and Multimedia Services

Coleman Building

Buena Vista Street Building
• Bookstore
• Career Services
• College of Business
• College of Liberal and Fine Arts
• Disability Services
• Library
• Police Department
• Student Health and Counseling Services
• Testing Services
• Theater
• Undergraduate Advising
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