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    	UTSA to assess new model for supporting student parents
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                    	                        APRIL 1, 2022 — UTSA Academic Affairs today announced plans to assess the needs of its student parents and evaluate how the university can best support students with children as they pursue their education.

The initiative will be led by Senior Vice Provost and Dean of Students LT Robinson who, in partnership with Business Affairs, has been charged to create a new model to address the changing needs of Roadrunner student parents through the Division of Student Affairs.

As part of this transition, the Child Development Center will cease operations May 31.

In the past two years, the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated long-term challenges facing the childcare industry in the US. A July 2021 survey by the National Association for the Education of Young Children, which is the accreditation agency of the CDC, revealed that four out of every five responding centers were facing staffing shortages; centers that were open were operating at an average enrollment rate of 71% of their licensed capacity.

“UTSA is committed to supporting our student parents, and we are proud of the Child Development Center’s history of providing high-quality early childhood education,” said UTSA Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs Kimberly Andrews Espy. “Unfortunately, the pandemic has changed the needs of student parents, and it is important for us to consider how to develop a more sustainable model for services to meet their needs for the long term.”

The Child Development Center closed temporarily in March 2020 at the onset of the pandemic and reopened in January 2021 for the Spring 2021 semester. Since then, it has experienced low enrollment and short-term closures due to outbreaks and a November 2021 fire that damaged the HVAC system and attic-level insulation. Though it is licensed to enroll 80 children, it currently has 23 enrolled students.

Developing solutions for what is an ongoing problem nationally will challenge her team to be creative, Robinson said, adding that university leadership and Student Affairs staff are open to exploring all options, particularly the opportunity to collaborate with community partners. The first step, she said, will be working directly with UTSA’s student parents to determine their needs.

“Providing services that address the changing needs of students who are parents is our top priority,” she said, “and we are committed to exploring new options and support systems.”

                    

                            

                
            
                                                

                

UTSA Today is produced by University Strategic Communications, 
the official news source of The University of Texas at San Antonio. 
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					UTSA Today is produced by University Communications and Marketing, the official news source of The University of Texas at San Antonio. Send your feedback to news@utsa.edu. Keep up-to-date on UTSA news by visiting UTSA Today. Connect with UTSA online at Facebook, Twitter, Youtube and Instagram.
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                                    Feb. 13 at noon, Feb. 22 at 5 p.m., March 22 at 10 a.m. and April 10 at 10 a.m.
                                
            

            
                
                
                    Automate Your Citations With EndNote
                

                



Learn to use the simple but powerful features of EndNote®, a citation management tool. In this hands-on workshop, participants will learn to setup an EndNote library, save references and PDFs, and automatically create and edit a bibliography.





                Virtual Event
            

        
    
    


                    
        
            
                
                                    Feb. 19 at 5 p.m., March 19 at 6 p.m. and April 24 at 5 p.m.
                                
            

            
                
                
                    Simplifying Citations With Zotero
                

                



Learn to use Zotero®, a citation manager that can help you store and organize citations you find during your research. Zotero can generate bibliographies in various styles, insert in-text citations and allow you to share sources with collaborators.





                Virtual Event
            

        
    
    


                    
        
            
                
                                    April 3 at 4 p.m. and April 10 at 4 p.m.
                                
            

            
                
                
                    Narrating A Digital Archive Map Of Family History
                

                



Join this workshop to create a digital map through archival curation of your personal identity and family history, blending multilingual storytelling with cartography to explore your family's journey and cultural heritage.





                John Peace Library (JPL 3.02.32,) Main Campus
            

        
    
    


                    
        
            
                
                                    Tuesday, April 9, 12:00 p.m.
                                
            

            
                
                
                    United Healthcare Virtual Job Fair
                

                



UnitedHealthcare will host a virtual job fair on Tuesday, April 9 from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. CDT., to fill more than 300 full-time positions based throughout Texas. During the virtual job fair, the local CEO will share information about UnitedHealthcare.





                Virtual Event
            

        
    
    


                    
        
            
                
                                    Wednesday, April 10, 12:00 p.m.
                                
            

            
                
                
                    Pizza+Research: Trust Across Divides: Learning With Incarcerated Scholars
                

                



Join UTSA Libraries and Professor of Instruction Mel Webb (they/them) from the Honors College for an insightful discussion and reflections on the learning experience with incarcerated individuals at Dominguez State Jail.





                 Assembly Room, 4th Floor (JPL 4.04.22,)  John Peace Library, Main Campus
            

        
    
    


                    
        
            
                
                                    Wednesday, April 17, 4:00 p.m.
                                
            

            
                
                
                    Text Analysis Using Python
                

                



This workshop will introduce participants to the basics of text analysis using Python and Jupyter Notebook on the Constellate Lab platform. We will create datasets in Constellate to analyze patterns, trends, and relationships of contents and more.





                John Peace Library (JPL 3.02.32,) Main Campus
            

        
    
    


                    
        
            
                
                                    Wednesday, April 17, 5:30 p.m.
                                
            

            
                
                
                    Phi Kappa Phi Hosts Last Lecture with esteemed professor Diane Abdo
                

                



What would Diane Abdo say if it were her last lecture? Join us for our annual Last Lecture series on Wednesday April 17, 2024 at 5:30pm in the Biosciences and Engineering Building Multipurpose Room BSE 2.102.





                Multipurpose Room (BSE 2.102,) Main Campus
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                University of Texas at San Antonio receives ‘transformational’ $40M gift

            

        

    

			

		

	
			
    





            

        

		
		
	
		
			
				
					UTSA’s Mission

					The University of Texas at San Antonio is dedicated to the advancement of knowledge through research and discovery, teaching and learning, community engagement and public service. As an institution of access and excellence, UTSA embraces multicultural traditions and serves as a center for intellectual and creative resources as well as a catalyst for socioeconomic development and the commercialization of intellectual property - for Texas, the nation and the world.

					UTSA’s Vision

					To be a premier public research university, providing access to educational excellence and preparing citizen leaders for the global environment.

					UTSA’s Core Values

					We encourage an environment of dialogue and discovery, where integrity, excellence, inclusiveness, respect, collaboration and innovation are fostered.

					UTSA’S Destinations

						
							UTSA will be a model for student success
						
	
							UTSA will be a great public research university
						
	
							UTSA will be an innovative place to work, learn and discover
						


					
						UTSA is a proud 
							
							Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI) as designated by the U.S. Department of Education
						
						.
					
					

					Our Commitment to Inclusivity

					
					The University of Texas at San Antonio, a Hispanic Serving Institution situated in a global city that has been a crossroads of peoples and cultures for centuries, values diversity and inclusion in all aspects of university life. As an institution expressly founded to advance the education of Mexican Americans and other underserved communities, our university is committed to promoting access for all. UTSA, a premier public research university, fosters academic excellence through a community of dialogue, discovery and innovation that embraces the uniqueness of each voice.
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